
076 919 4005
www.thechesscafe.co.za

About Us
Founding Member and Owner - Pieter W. Nel                                                             

Nationality - South African

Matriculated in 1971 and completed military training in 1972. Then 
studied forestry at Saasveld Forest College and later transferred to 
the Head Office of the Department of Forestry where he gained valu-
able experience within the industry. He studied nature conservation 
through the joint partnership of the Wits University and the Pretoria 
Technicon. 

In 1975 he ventured into the private sector and became a senior sales 
manager in the life insurance industry from 1975 until 1990, while also 
owning a successful brokerage. Thereafter he ventured into a career 
within the outdoor advertising media as a senior partner and senior 
executive director for the Directosign and Combo Sign Group of 
Companies. 

In 2002 Pieter was elected as development official for East Gauteng 
Junior Chess Association and from 2003 to 2011 was the chairperson 
of East Gauteng Junior Chess. He was elected as vice-president of East 
Gauteng Chess Union in 2005, and became the president of the East 
Gauteng Chess Union in 2007, a position he holds still today.

He served as development director for the South African Junior Chess 
Association from 2005 to 2009. He has taken it upon himself to continue 
with chess development in his private and personal capacity as a chess 
organizer and administrator.

He was actively involved in the organization and planning of the Com-
monwealth Chess Games and the South African Open Chess Champi-
onships held at Emperors’ Palace and Conference Centre in 2010. The 
Commonwealth Chess Championships were a huge success and will 
lead to various other chess tournaments to be held on a national and 
international basis.

Pieter has successfully organized chess tours in Europe, such as those at 
Saint Lo (Normandy) Pardubice (Czech Republic). He has visited many 
other countries for chess-related business and tourism, notably Germa-
ny, Austria, the Netherlands, Italy, Poland, Switzerland and Japan, and 
to establish a good relationship with people interested in chess tours.

Contact
Pieter W. Nel: 076 919 4005

chesscafe@discoverymail.co.za

P.O. Box 14309
Farrarmere 

1518
Benoni

South Africa

CHESS
Ever since chess was first invented a few thousand years ago, possible in India, 
it has provided an endless source of enjoyment and fascination.

NOTE - PREFACE 
Chess can be regarded as a character builder in that it resembles life. You have to face 
facts, plan, take decisions and learn to accept the consequences of your decisions. 
Participation in competitive chess is ideal for the development of qualities such as self-
control, perseverance and sportsmanship. It teaches our young people to succeed in 
a highly competitive world, to expect competition and face up to it through effective 
planning, to strive to the utmost in reaching their objectives but also to emerge from the 
battle as worthy losers. It furthermore exercises the intellect, promotes creative thinking 
and the ability to concentrate for long periods, which should help a child to improve his 
academic achievements.
There is no reason why schools should not be as proud of the performance of their 
chess players as they are of achievements in the fields of academics, culture or sport. 
Somewhere in South Africa there may be a future world champion. It is the task of schools 
to find him and assist in his development.  
 
This PREFACE is taken from the CHESS MANUEL FOR SCHOOLS, compiled by the late 
Martin Serfontein.

“Chess is life in miniature. Chess is struggle, chess is battles”
Garry Kasparov, World Chess Champion.

PlAyiNg CHESS
Knowing how to play chess can be 
extremely beneficial.
1. Critical thinking
2. Better brain function
3. Improves memory
4. Improves concentration
5. Improve reading skills
6. Improve cognitive abilities
7. Develops logical thinking
8. Develops imagination and creativity
9. Develops the capability to predict and 
     foresee consequences of actions
10. Develops strategic thinking
11. Increases problem solving skills
12. It teaches independence
13. Inspires self-motivation
14. Learning discipline
15. Exercise both sides of the brain
16. It can raise your IQ
17. It help prevents Alzheimer’s
18. It grows dendrites

Saint Lo - Normandy



THE CHESS CAFÉ  

The Chess Café was founded in 2003 by Pieter W. Nel who, over 
many years, gained extensive experience in the organization, 
management and execution of chess tournaments on provin-
cial, national and international levels.

Philosophy 
Pieter’s philosophy is to combine his expertise and experi-
ence of the world of chess with his intimate knowledge of the 
travel industry, to present tournaments as new, different and 
exciting chess experiences, whilst still maintaining the ethos 
of the game itself. This approach includes hosting tourna-
ments in unusual settings and locations such as game parks, 
guest and game lodges, river boats, nature reserves, moun-
tain retreats, museums, restaurants, shopping malls, etc. 

In this manner he strives to make a positive contribution at 
all levels to the development and promotion of the game as 
such, as well as of tourism in general.

By focusing mainly on the essence of thinking 
laterally, The Chess Café intends to be the most 

innovative chess tournament management 
initiative nationally and internationally.

The Chess Café will reflect on an ongoing basis the 
personal ethos and values of its founder, and will conduct 
its business in conformity with best international business 
practice.

In South Africa and internationally, The Chess Café looks 
forward with great confidence to contributing meaningfully 
to the growth and appreciation of chess through and with 
tourism. 

Learn how to play chess...
The Chess Café Chess Club

THE CHESS CAFE

The Chess Café was founded in 2003 by Pieter W Nel who 
has gained extensive experience in the organization, man-
agement and execution of chess tournaments on a Provin-
cial, National and International level over several years.

REASONS WHy TO JOiN THE CHESS CAFÉ

1. Take part in local, national and international                            
       chess  tournaments
2. Discounts for each member participating in:-
3. Local Tournaments
4. National Tournaments
5. International Tournaments
6. Accommodation with accredited Hotels, Lodges                    
       and Guest Houses by The Chess Cafe
7. Educational seminars
8. Organised outings to interesting places
9. Membership card
10. News letter

What is The Chess Cafe?

The Chess Café is a chess tournament management compa-
ny with a vision – to offer the most innovative and exciting 
chess tournaments in the world.

CHESS TOURS
Pieter successfully organized chess tours in Europe, such as 
Saint Lo (Normandy) Pardubice (Czech Republic) and visited 
many other countries for chess related business and tour-
ism such as Germany, Austria, The Nederland’s, Italy, Poland, 
Switzerland and Japan to establish a good relationship with 
people interested in chess tours.

Vision
The vision of The Chess Café is to present tournaments at 
which each overall experience substantially exceeds that 
offered by any other organized chess tournament.  

Mission
•	 To organize chess tournaments in a professional manner, 

with close attention to detail and timing.
•	  To organize chess tournaments at venues which are new, 

different, exciting and inspiring
•	 To grow participation numbers at all levels at all The Chess 

Café tournaments
•	 To create heightened public awareness of the relevance and 

importance of chess, not only for the world we live in now, 
but also for the future

•	 To assist, through chess, in the upliftment and development 
of people to reach their full potential, especially in the previ-
ously marginalized sectors of the South African society

•	 To create opportunities at which the personal needs and 
ambitions of all stakeholders are met.

In this manner The Chess Café will reach its 
full potential, whilst helping others to 
reach their personal dreams. 

Aims and Objectives
•	 In order to meet the service and product 

standards set for The Chess Café, we aim to 
channel our acquired skills, experience and 
expertise to the successful completion  of each planned 
task and project .

•	The Chess Café therefore dedicates itself to rendering 
service, products and experiences that distinguish it from 
other chess tournament organizing 

    institutions.
•	This will be done in a professional manner that contributes 

towards the long-term growth of The Chess Café, the 
development of its people and associates

•	 It is the aim of The Chess Café to establish and maintain a 
sound client base, acquired through superior performance 
provided by the company

•	The ultimate objective is therefore to provide a beneficial 
relationship for all concerned involved in this innovative 
initiative.


